Additional Guidelines That Make Differentiation Possible for Teachers to Attain
Clarify key concepts and generalizations. 

· Ensure that all learners gain powerful understandings that can serve as the foundation for future learning. Teachers are encouraged to identify essential concepts and instructional foci to ensure that all learners comprehend.

Use assessment as a teaching tool to extend rather than merely measure instruction. 

· Assessment should occur before, during, and following the instructional episode, and it should be used to help pose questions regarding student needs and optimal learning.

Emphasize critical and creative thinking as a goal in lesson design. 

· Tasks, activities, and procedures for students should require that they understand and apply meaning. Instruction may require supports, additional motivation, varied tasks, materials, or equipment for different students in the classroom.

Engaging all learners is essential. 

· Teachers are encouraged to strive for the development of lessons that are engaging and motivating for a diverse class of students. Vary tasks within instruction as well as across students. 

Provide a balance between teacher-assigned and student-selected tasks. 

· A balanced working structure is optimal in a differentiated classroom. Based on pre-assessment information, the balance will vary from class-to-class as well as lesson-to-lesson. Teachers should ensure that students have choices in their learning.

Adapted from: http://www.cast.org/publications/ncac/ncac_diffinstructudl.html

